
The EXTREME WEALTH of the superrich 
is making our economies INSECURE

!

Our economies were designed to 
let people earn the wealth they 
need to lead secure and 
comfortable lives.

But our tax rules make it easier for 
the superrich to COLLECT wealth 
than for the rest of us to EARN it.

This has let the superrich collect EXTREME WEALTH to the point where 
our economies are less productive, and it scarcely pays to earn a living.

?

EARN wealth:
Getting paid for working.

COLLECT wealth:
Getting paid for owning 
things.
(eg, dividends for owning 
stocks, rent money for owning 
real estate.)

We tax COLLECTED 
wealth a lot less than 
EARNED wealth. !

The average US worker would have to work 
13 times longer than humans have existed to 
earn as much as wealth as the world’s richest 
man has today.

Salaries don’t make billionaires, dividends and 
rent money do. But we tax these a lot less.

Billionaires COLLECT virtually all their wealth, 
and are taxed at half the rate as everybody else.

3.9 million years later...

Earth

(to scale!)

Are BILLIONAIRES better at earning wealth 
than everybody else?

The EXTREME WEALTH of the superrich is 
directly linked to...

...lower economic 
productivity... ...more

household debt...
...and shorter lifespans.

By definition, a BILLIONAIRE 
owns more wealth than an 
average US household 
would spend in 
10,000 years. Wealth contributes a lot less to the 

economy than it can when it’s 
PHARAOH-TOMBED 

like this, making our 
economies poorer 

than the sum of
their parts.

To make our economies SECURE and protect 
the earner way of life our economies are based 

on, we need WEALTH TAXES that end the 
two-tier treatment of wealth.

Countries can follow the example of Spain’s 
recent and succesful wealth tax on the 
richest 0.5% to raise $2 TRILLION a year.

It’s a small tax of 2% to 3%. It only 
applies to a country’s RICHEST 0.5% 
households. And even then, only the upper 
crust of those households’ wealth gets taxed.

1 Set a high bar for wealth and 
only tax wealth above it.

Here’s how to implement the wealth tax in three steps.

2 Apply the tax to all types of 
wealth. 3 Use transparency laws to 

correctly measure wealth.

This makes sure only the 
superrich get taxed.

This makes sure the superrich can’t 
cheat on tax by shuffling wealth.

This makes sure the superrich can’t 
cheat on tax by hiding wealth.

But won’t the superrich MOVE to 
another country if we try to tax 
their EXTREME WEALTH?

!

NO.
Evidence shows as little as 0.01% of the 
superrich move to other countries when 
they’re made to pay wealth taxes.

For the good of PEOPLE, ECONOMIES and PLANET, 
tax extreme wealth today.

For more information and sources, go to:
www.taxjustice.net/wealthtax
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