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Economic inequalities are among the greatest human rights challenges the world
faces today due to the past four decades of neoliberal policy dominance. Globally,
there are now over 2,000 billionaires, while 3.4 billion people live below the poverty
line of US $5.50 per day. Many human rights scholars and practitioners read these
statistics with alarm, asking what impact such extreme inequalities have on
realizing human rights and what role, if any, should human rights have in
challenging them? This edited volume examines these questions from multiple
disciplinary perspectives, seeking to uncover the relationships between human
rights and economic inequalities, and the barriers and pathways to greater
economic equality and full enjoyment of human rights for all. The volume is a
unique contribution to the emerging literature on human rights and economic
inequality, as it is interdisciplinary, global in reach and extends to several under-
researched areas in the field.

Introduction, Gillian MacNaughton, Diane F. Frey and Catherine Porter; Part |.
Conceptualizing and Measuring Human Rights and Economic Inequalities: 1. Emerging
Human Rights Norms and Standards on Vertical Inequalities, Gillian MacNaughton; 2.
Constraints on Economic Inequality: Comparing Canada and the United States, Rhoda E.
Howard-Hassmann; 3. What the UN Human Rights Treaty Bodies Tell Us about Economic
Inequalities and Human Rights: An Empirical Analysis of 20 Years of Practice, Sylvain
Aubry, Katherine James, Lucy McKernan, Beth Munro and Caroline Noyrez; 4. How Can
Economists Help Human Rights Practitioners Measure Changes in Economic Inequalities?
Catherine Porter; Part Il. Causes and Consequences of Economic Inequalities: 5. A
Framework for Fiscal Justice: How Human Rights Can Change Public Finance, Anja
Rudiger; 6. Global Tax Justice and Human Rights, Alex Cobham, Fariya Mohiuddin and Liz
Nelson; 7. Growing Inequality and Risks to Social Rights in Our New Data Economy, Carmel
Williams; 8. Caste, Economic Inequality and Climate Justice in India, Dadasaheb Tandale;
Part 1. Socio-Economic Rights and Economic Inequalities: 9. Distributive Justice, and
Economic and Social Rights, Joo-Young Lee; 10. Fair Wages and a Decent Living: Paths to
Greater Vertical Equality, Diane F. Frey and Gillian MacNaughton; 11. Economic Inequality
and the Right to Social Security: Contested Meanings and Potential Roles, Beth Goldblatt;
12. Education, Income Inequality and the Right to Participate in Cultural Life, James Murphy;
13. Implications of the Health Equity Perspective for the Right to Health, Chuan-Feng Wu;
14. The Potential Impact of the Right to Housing to Address Vertical Inequalities, Vicente
Silva.
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'This stimulating collection fairly
engages distinctive positions on the
relationship between the cause of
human rights and our age of
economic inequality, forcing all
participants to reflect anew on the
ethical realities and political
opportunities of our time. After an
introduction that captures the state of
the art, the chapters range widely,
bringing unprecedented economic
expertise to bear. The results
transform a debate that will continue
to rage.'

Samuel Moyn, Yale University
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